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ABSTRACT 

This report presents the findings of the first 
national survey of public libraries on their services and resources 
available to children. Questionnaires were mailed to a national 
probability sample of 846 public libraries, nonrespondents were 
contacted by telephone, and the final response rate was 97%. Survey 
items included the availability of library resources and services to 
children, the usage of library services by children, the number of 
group progi.ams at the library for children and child care-givers, the 
amount of library cooperation with schools and v/ith preschools or day 
(^are centers, and the number and educational level of public service 
and children's librarians. Survey findings are presented by the 
following characteristics of library buildings: (1) the number of 
library users per week (a measure of library size) ; (2) type of 
library (main v/ithout branches, main with branches, and brancli) ; (3) 
availability of a children's librarian; (4) number of hours open to 
the public per week (another measure of library size) ; (5) percentage 
of tne library's book budget used for children's books; and (6) 
percentage of the total circulation that is made up of children's 
materials. Findings in the text focus on the number of library 
patrons per week and type of library. The other data are presented in 
nine tables. The survey instrument is included. (GL) 
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Highlights 



■ Thirty-seven percent of public library users in fall 1988 were children 14 
years old and under (8th graders and below). 



a Among public libraries that had a service or resource available for use 
or circulation, access to children ranged as follows: 

- Access by children to the service or resource was rarely restricted 
for foreign language materials, interlibrary loan services, and audio 
recordings. Between 86 and 92 percent of libraries allowed all 
children to use these resources and services; 5 percent or less 
denied use to any children. 

- Libraries were somewhat more restrictive about books in the adult 
collection; 71 percent of libraries allowed all children access to these 
books, and only 4 percent of libraries did not allow any children to 
use these books. 

- Access to personal computers and computer software was more 
restricted, with only about half (56 percent) of libraries allowing all 
children to use these resources and services, and 12 percent denying 
access to ail ch'^dren. 

- "Videocassettes and films" was the only service that was frequently 
not available to any children. These items were available to all 
children in only 39 percent of libraries, and to no children in 44 
percent of libraries. 

B The services for which public libraries most often reported moderate or 
heavy use by children during 1988-89 were summer reading programs 
(89 percent), story hours (78 percent), and readers advisory service 
(72 perc— t). 

B Public libraries offered an average of 9 group programs at the library 
for infants through 2-year-olds during 1988-89. Examples of group 
programs are story hours, puppet shows, and booktalks. Libraries 
offered an average of 43 group programs at the library for 3- through 5- 
year-olds, an average of 25 group programs for school-age children, and 
an average of 5 group programs at the library for unspecified or 
combined ages of children. 

B Most public libraries (83 percent) cooperated in 19S8-89 with schools 
enrolling children 14 years old and under; 62 percent of libraries 
cooperated with preschools or day care centers. Examples of 
cooperation are librarian visits to schools for booktalks, class visits to 
the library for tours or booktalks, and formal scheduled meetings 
between library and school staff. Libraries cooperated with schools 
enrolling children 14 years old and under an average of 24 times during 
1988-89; they cooperated with preschools or day care centers an average 
of 14 times. 
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The assistance of a chUdren's coordinator or consultant was available to 
67 percent of public libraries. 

Over half (58 percent) of public libraries did not have any children's 
librarians (i.e., a librarian whose primary job is serving children) on 
staff; 34 percent of libraries had only one children's librarian, and 8 
percent had two or more children's librarians on staff. 

Children's librarians were most commonly found in public libraries with 
many library users per week and in main libraries with branches. Over 
three-quarters (79 percent) of libraries that serve 1,000 or more users 
per week had a children's librarian on staff, compared with 42 percent 
of libraries that serve 200-999 users per week, and only 11 percent of 
libraries serving less than 200 users per week. About three-quarters 
(73 percent) of main libraries with branches had a children's librarian 
on staff, compared with 39 percent of main Hbraries without branches 
and branch libraries. 

Overall, about a third (36 percent) of public service librarians had a 
Master of Library Science (MLS) degiee; about half (49 percent) of all 
children's librarians had an MLS degree. While a larger proportion of 
children's librarians than all public service librarians had an MLS 
degree, only 42 percent of libraries had a children's librarian, while 99 
percent had one or more public service librarians. In those libraries 
with a children's librarian on staff, approximately the same proportion 
of public service and children's librarians had an MLS degree. 
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Background This report presents the findings of the first national survey of 

public libraries on the services and resources available to children. 
As part of its mission to collect and report education data, the 
National Center for Education Statistics has occasionally conducted 
surveys of public libraries. These previous surveys, however, were 
not designed to provide statistics for children's services in libraries. 
This survey was requested by ^he Office of Library Programs in the 
Office of Educational Research and Improvement, U.S. Department 
of Education, to fill this void. The survey, "Survey on Library 
Services to Children in Public Libraries," was performed under 
contract by Westat, Inc., for the National Center for Education 
Statistics (NCES), U.S. Department of Education, through its Fast 
Response Survey System (FRSS). 

Data were collected for individual library buildings rather than for 
library systems. Survey items included the availability of library 
resources ?nd services to children, the usage of library services by 
children, the number of group programs at the library for children 
and child care-givers, the amount of library cooperation with schools 
and with preschools or day care centers, and the number and 
educational level of public service and children's librarians. 

Survey findings are presented for all library buildings, and by the 
following characteristics of library buildings: number of library 
users per week (a measure of library size, hereafter referred to as 
library patronage)/ type of library (main without branches, main 
with branches, and branch), availability of a children's librarian, 
number of hours open to the public per week (another measure of 
library size), percentage of the library's book budget used for 
children's books,^ and the percentage of the library's total 
circulation that is children's materials.^ Findings in the text focus on 
number of library patrons per week and type of library; the other 
data are presented in the tables for those readers who are interested 
in these characteristics. 



Number of library users per week was obtained from the survey and used as a 
measure of size. Number of IToraiy users per week and percentage of library users 14 
years old and under are based on door counts or similar counts of the number of 
persons entering the library rather than on circulation or other rr^^ures of library 
book usage. These figures arc duplicated counts (i.e., a person who enters the library 
multiple times in a week is counted each time he or she enters the library), and 
include persons entering library buildir 1$ to attend activities or meetings and those 
using no library .services. 

c percentage of the book budget that is used for children's books is based on data 
obtained from the survey and is used as a measure of relative resource expenditures 
on children's books compared with other book collections. Information was obtained 
about the book budget rather than the budget for all materials because the survey 
pretest indicated that information abou2 the book budget was much more readily 
available than information about the budget for all materials. 

e percentage of the total circulation that is children's materials is based on data 
obtained from the survey and is used as a measure of relative activity in children's 
circulation compared with other areas of the library. 
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Based on the findings, statements about associations between survey 
items and libraries with different characteristics can be made (e.g., 
libraries with children's librarians are more likely to report 
moderate or heavy use of story hours than libraries that do not have 
children's librarians). Statements about causal relationships, 
however, cannot be made (e.g., the presence of the children's 
librarian produces an increase in story hour use by children). FRSS 
surveys are not designed to show cause and effect relationships, only 
associations. 

Characteristics of public libraries are often interrelated. For 
example, whether the library has a children's librarian is related to 
the numb r of library patrons per week and type of library. 
Estimates for libraries with a children's librarian often are similar to 
those of libraries with 1,000 or more patrons per week and those of 
main libraries with branches. Because of the relatively small size of 
the sample, it is difficult to separate the independent effects of each 
of these characteristics. In addition, variables covered in the survey, 
such as the presence or absence of a children's librarian, may be 
related to other factors not covered in the survey; these other 
factors may be the true causes of apparent differences regarding 
children's services and resources. 

American public libraries are tremendously diverse, both in the 
services they offer and in the communities they serve. Patronage in 
the libraries in this nationally representative sample ranged from 7 
patrons per week to 34,315 patrons per week, with a mean of 1,007 
patrons per week."* This mean number of library patrons per week 
does not give the whole picture, however; a look at the distribution 
indicates that during fall 1988- 

■ One-quarter (25 percent) of libraries served 100 or fewer 
patrons per week; 

a Half (50 percent) served 300 or fewer patrons per week; 

■ Almost three-quarters (73 percent) served fewer than 1,000 
patrons per week; and 

■ Only 1 percent served 10,000 or more patrons per week.^ 

The number of library patrons per week is strongly related to the 
type of library. Main libraries with branches had a mean of 3,370 
patrons per week, while main libraries without branches had a mean 



Characteristics 
of Libraries 



Because the estimates are based on a statistical sample, there may be differences 
beicv/een the rc^onses of the sample and those that would result from a survey of the 
entire population. Standard errors for selected key statistics are included in table 8. 

^Many distn'butional statistics are not shown in figures or tables. 
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of only 713 patrons per week, and branch libraries had a mean of 
944 patrons per week. Figure 1 shows the relationship between the 
categories of library type and number of library patrons per week. 
Of particular note is that 61 percent of main libraries with branches 
served 1,000 or more patrons lerweek. 

This diversity in libraries is also reflected in the number of hours 
per week the library is open to serve the public. The hours open for 
libraries in this survey ranged from 2 to 84 per week in fall 1988, 
with a mean of 39 hours. About half (48 percent) of libraries were 
open fewer than 40 hours per week; about one-quarter (26 percent) 
were open 24 or fewer hours per week. The number of hours open 
per week is strongly related to the number of library patrons per 
week (figure 2) and the type of library (figure 3). Libraries that 
served 1,000 or more patrons per week and main libraries with 
branches were open the greatest number of hours per week. 



Figure 1. - Relationship between library type and number of library patrons per week: 
United States, spring 1989 




Main without 
branches 



30 



61 



Main with 
bianchcs 



f Less than 200 patrons per week 
J 200-999 patrons per week 
1,000 or more patrons per week 




Branch 



Type of library 



ERLC 



3 

12 



Figure 2. — Relationship between number of library patrons per week and hours open per 
week: United States, spring 1989 
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Figure 3. - Relationship between library type and number of hours open per week: 
United States, spring 1989 
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The percentage of the library's total circulation that is children's 
materials ranged from 0 percent (at a library where users must be at 
least 14 years old) to 100 percent Tat a public library located in a 
school), with a mean of 43 percent.^ The percentage of the library's 
book budget spent on children's books showed a similar pattern, 
ranging from 0 to 100 percent, with a mean of 35 percent/ As 
shown in figure 4, these two variables are strongly related to each 
other; libraries that have more circulation in chUdren's materials 
generally spend a greater percentage of their book budget on 
children's books. 



Figure 4. Relationship between percent of total circulation that is children's materials pad 
percent of book budget used for children's books: United States, spring 1989 
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While at first glance these two Hbraries seem to be statistical outliers, examination of 
the frequency distribution indicates that the distribution is continuous. If these two 
Hbraries arc removed from the data set, the distribution runs from 2 percent to 97 
percent. 

If the two bT)raries mcnrioned above are removed from the data set, the distnbution 
still runs from 0 to 100 percent. Zero percent responses occurred in several libraries 
because they had severe budget problems, and 100 percent responses occurred 
because some libraries only purchased children's books last year. 
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Public 

Seivice 

Librarians 



The number of public service librarians^ on staff ranged from 0 to 
72 in this survey, with a mean of 3.8 across all kinds of libraries (not 
shown in tables). Libraries that served more patrons per week and 
main libraries with branches had a greater number of public service 
librarians on staff. Libraries with heavy patronage (1,000 or more 
patrons per week) averaged 7.2 public service librarians, compared 
with 3.2 public service librarians in libraries with moderate 
patronage (200-999 patrons per week), and only 1.6 public service 
librarians in libraries with light patronage (less than 200 patrons per 
week). On average, main libraries with branches had 10.0 public 
service librarians on staff, compared with 3.5 public service 
librarians at main libraries without branches, and 2.9 at branch 
libraries. 



A few libraries (1 percent) did not have any public service librarians 
on staff. Generally, these were very small branches that were 
staffed by clerks or volunteers. Over one-quarter (29 percent) of 
libraries employed only one public service Ubrarian; 23 percent 
employed only two public service librarians. Over three-quarters 
(77 percent) of libraries had four or fewer public service librarians 
on staff. The small number of public service librarians on staff is in 
line with the small size of many libraries. As mentioned previously, 
73 percent of libraries served less than 1,000 patrons per week, and 
48 percent of libraries are open fewer than 40 hours per v/eek. 

Overall, about a third (36 percent) of public service Librarians had a 
Master of Library Science (MLS) degree; a quarter (25 percent) 
had at least a 4-year college degree but not an MLS, and 39 percent 
had some other educational background (table 1). Education level 
varied a great deal with the number of library patrons per week and 
the type of Library. Almost half (49 percent) of public service 
librarians in libraries with heavy patronage had an MLS degree, 
compared with about a quarter (28 percent) of librarians in libraries 
with moderate 'patronage, and only 6 percent of librarians in 
Libraries with light patronage. Similarly, over half (58 percent) of 
public service librarians in main libraries with branches had an MLS 
degree, compared with 37 percent of librarians in branch libraries, 
and 25 percent of librarians in main libraries without branches. 



A public service librarian was defined on the questionnaire as a b'brarian who works 
directty with the public. Respondents were instnicted to count ail paid staff who 
woric as b'brarians, regardless of trainingt and to exclude b*brarians whose only job fs 
technical or administrative. Respondents were also instructed to exclude volunteers 
or support staff sud. as clerical woricers, book sheWers, or desk attendants. 
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Children's 
Librarians 



Less than half (42 percent) of public libraries had a children's 
librarian on staff in 1988-89 (not shown in tables).^ Children's 
librarians were most commonly found in libraries with many library 
patrons per week (figure 5) and in main libraries with branches 
(figure 6). Over three-quarters (79 percent) of libraries with heavy 
patronage had a children's librarian on staff, compared with 42 
percent of libraries with moderate patronage, and only 11 percent of 
libraries with light patronage. Children's librarians were also found 
more frequently in main libraries with branches (73 percent) than in 
either main libraries without branches (39 percent) or branch 
libraries (39 percent). 

It is important to note that the presence of a children's librarian on 
staff was related to the total number of public service librarians on 
staff. Libraries that had a children's librarian averaged 6.3 public 
service librarians on staff; libraries without a children's librarian 
averaged only 2.0 public service librarians on staff (not shown in 
tables). 



Figure 5. - Percentage of libraries with and without the presence of a children's librarian, 
by number of library patrons per week: United States, spring 1989 
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This 42 percent is based on libraries that .. J ary paid public service librarians on 
staff; 1 percent of Libraries did not have any paid public service librarians. A 
children's Ubrarian was defined as someone whose primaiy job is serving children. 
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Figure 6. - Percentage of libraries with and without the presence of a children's librarian, 
by library type: United States, spring 1989 
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The number of children's librarians on staff ranged from 0 to 14 in 
this survey, with a mean of 0.6 across all kinds of libraries (not 
shown in tables). Over half (58 percent) of libraries did not have 
any childrcii^s librarians on staff; about one-third (34 percent) had 
only one children's librarian, and 8 percent had 2 or more children's 
librarians on staff (not shown in tables). Main libraries with 
branches averaged the largest number of children's librarians (1.6), 
compared with an average of only 0.5 children's librarians at main 
libraries without branches and branch libraries. Similarly, libraries 
with heavy patronage averaged 1.2 children's librarians, compared 
with an average of only 0.5 at libraries with moderate patronage, 
and only 0.1 at libraries with light patronage. 

Overall, children's librarians represented 15 percent of public 
service librarians (not shown in tables). There was little variation in 
this percentage by library type or patronage. In the 42 percent of 
libraries that had a children's librarian on staff, about one-fifth 
(22 percent) of the public service librarians were children's 
librarians (not shown in tables). 

About half (49 percent) of all children's librarians had a Master of 
Library Science (ML!S) degree (table 1). About one-third 
(32 percent) of chQdren's librarians had at least a 4-year coUege 
degree but not an MLS, and 19 percent had some other educational 
background. As with the education of public service librarians 
discussed previously, level of education varied with patronage and 
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Children's 

Coordinators 

or 

Consultants 



library type* Over half (58 percent) of children's librarians in 
libraries with heavy patronage had an MLS degree, compared with 
38 percent of children's librarians in libraries with moderate 
patronage, and only 11 percent in libraries with light patronage. In 
m'^in libraries with branches and in branch libraries, 59 percent of 
children's librarians had an MLS degree, whereas in main libraries 
without branches only 36 percent of children's librarians did. 

While a larger proportion of children's librarians than all public 
service librarians had an MLS degree, it is important to remember 
when comparing the educational level of public service librarians 
with the educational level of children's librarians that only 
42 percent of libraries had a children's librarian. Thus, the 
percentages for the various types of education represent public 
service librarians in 99 percent of libraries (1 percent of libraries did 
not have any public service librarians), while the percentages for 
children's librarians represent only 42 percent of libraries. In those 
libraries with a children's librarian on staff, approximately the same 
proportion of public service and children's librarians had an MLS 
degree (table 1). 

Assistance of a children's coordinator or consultant was available to 
67 percent of all libraries (table 2). These coordinators were 
provided by local system headquarters (54 percent), regional system 
headquarters (43 percent), and State library agencies (41 percent).^^ 

The assistance of a coordinator was available from local system 
headquarters more often for branch libraries than main libraries. 
Three-quarters (76 percent) of branch libraries had coordinators 
available from this source, compared with 43 percent of main 
libraries with branches and 33 percent of main libraries without 
branches. Libraries with heavy patronage had assistance available 
from this source more often than libraries with light patronage (63 
percent versus 44 percent). 

Regional system headquarters provided assistance most often for 
main libraries without branches and libraries with light patronage. 
About half (54 percent) of main libraries without branches had 
coordinator assistance available from regional headquarters, while 
29 percent of main libraries with branches and 35 percent of branch 
libraries had coordinators available from this source. About half 
(51 percent) of libraries with light patronage had coordinator 
assistance from regional headquarters available to them, compared 
with 31 percent of libraries with heavy patronage. 
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Percentages add to more than 100 because the assistance of a children's coordinator 
or consultant may be available from multiple sources. 
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Library Use 
by Children 



Availability 
and Use of 
SeiTices 



Librarians reported that 37 percent of library users in fail 1988 
were children 14 years old and under (8th graders and below).^^ 
This proportion showed a small amount of variation across library 
characteristics (table 3). Libraries with heavy patronage had a 
smaller proportion (36 percent) of library users 14 years old and 
under than did either libraries with moderate patronage 
(42 percent) or libraries with light patronage (44 percent). Main 
libraries with branches had a smaller proportion (32 percent) of 
library users 14 years old and under than did either main libraries 
without branches (38 percent) or branch libraries (40 percent). 

Librarians were asked how their libraries define children. The most 
frequent response was 14 years old and under, or 8th grade and 
below (43 percent; not shown in tables). The next most common 
response was 12 years old and under, or 6th grade and below 
(30 percent), followed by 13 years old and under, or 7th grade and 
below (11 percent). Other ages and grades were mentioned much 
less frequently. 

Most libraries offered the following services in 1988-89 for children 
14 years old and under (not shown in tables): 

B Summer reading programs (95 percent); 

■ Study space (94 percent); 

■ Readers advisory service (93 percent); 
B Story hours (89 percent); and 

B Reading lists or booklists (87 percent). 

In addition to the availability of services, librarians were asked 
about the use of each service by children during 1988-89, on a scale 
ranging from "no usage or almost no usage" to "heavy usage." Heavy 
use was particularly high for summer reading programs (69 percent) 
and story hours (53 percent; figure 7). The services for which 
libraries most often reported moderate or heavj use by children 
were summer reading programs (89 percent), story hours 
(78 percent), and readers' advisory service (72 percent; table 4).^^ 



U.S. Census Bureau reports that children 14 years old and under were 22 
percent of the U.S. population on Juty 1, 1987, the most recent date for which figures 
are available (U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current 
Population Reports, Series P-25, No. 1022). 

^Percentages are based on all libraries including those that reported that services 
were not available. 
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Figure 7.- Availability and use of various public library services in 1988-89 by children 14 years old 
and under: United States, spring 1989 
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Reported use of library services during 1988-89 varied by library 
patronage. Libraries with heavy patronage were more likely than 
libraries with light patronage to report moderate or heavy use of all 
listed services. Main libraries with branches reported greater use of 
study space and reading lists or booklists than main libraries without 
branches. 

In 1988-89, almost all libraries (97 percent) provided interlibrary 
loan services for persons who used their library (table 5). About 
three-quarters of libraries provided audio recordings (79 percent) 
and foreign language materials (75 percent). Approximately two- 
thirds (65 percent) of libraries offered videocassettes or films, while 
only about a quarter provided personal computers (28 percent) and 
computer software (26 percent). 

Among libraries that had the service or resource available at all for 
use or circulation, access by children to the service or resource was 
rarely restricted for foreign language materials, interlibrary loan 
services, and audio recordings (figure 8). Between 86 and 92 
percent of libraries allowed all children to use these resources and 
services; 5 to 9 percent restricted use to only some children; and 5 
percent or less denied use to any children. Libraries were somewhat 
more restrictive about books in the adult collection; 71 percent of 
libraries allowed all children access to these bool;s. Access to 
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Figure 8.- Percentage of libraries with various services accessible to children in 1988-89: 
Unite J States, spring 1989 
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* Based on libraries that had the resouice or service available at all for use or circulation. 



personal computers and computer software was more restricted, 
with only about half (56 percent) of libraries allowing all children to 
use these resources and services. The only service that was 
frequently not available to any children was videocassettes and 
films; 44 percent of libraries did not allow any children to use these 
items, and only 39 percent allowed use by all children. Several 
librarians commented that videocassettes were too expensive to be 
entrusted to children, and that all videocassettes, including 
children's materials, must be checked out by an adult. 



Group 
Programs at 
the Library 



Libraries frequently offer programs at the library designed to 
introduce children to the library and to reading. Examples of such 
programs nre story hours, puppet shows, and booktalks. Most 
libraries offered group programs in 1988-89 for 3-year-olds through 
5-year-olds (83 percent) and school-age children (82 percent), while 
only 29 percent offered gro ip programs for infants through 2-year- 
olds, and only 22 percent offered group programs for unspecified or 
combined ages of children (not shown in tables). The percentages 
of libraries offering group programs, broken out by library 
patronage and type, are shown in figures 9 and 10. 

Most program emphasis at libraries was aimed at preschool 
children. On average, libraries offered 43 group programs at the 
library for 3-year-olds through 5-year-olds during 1988-89 (table 
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Figure 9.- Percentage of libraries of fering group programs at the library in 1988-89, by number of 
library patrons per week: United States, spring 1989 
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Figure 10.- Percentage of libraries offering group programs at the library in 1988-89, by library tvoc: 
United States, spring 1989 ^ ^ 
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6)P An average of 25 group programs were offered at the library 
for school-age children; group programs for infants through 2-year- 
olds averaged 9 offerings, and group programs for unspecified or 
combined ages of children averaged 5 offerings. 

Library patronage and the number of group programs offered are 
strongly related to each other. In libraries with heavier patronage, 
the number of group programs offered is larger than in libraries 
with lighter patronage. Library type is also related to the number of 
group programs offered. Main libraries with branches offered more 
group programs at the library for preschoolers and school-age 
children than did either main libraries without branches or branch 
libraries. 

Libraries also occasionally offer group programs at the library for 
parents or other child care-givers on topics related to children. In 
1988-89, 29 percent of libraries offered these group programs (not 
shown in tables). Libraries averaged only 2 such programs during 
1988-89 (table 6), Even the libraries with heavy patronage offered 
these programs infrequently-libraries serving 1,000 or more patrons 
per week offered an average of 5 programs during 1988-89, 



Cooperation 
with Schools 
and Preschools 
or Day Care 
Centers 



One of the main outreach programs which libraries undertake is 
cooperative activities with schools and preschools or day care 
centers in then ?rea. Examples of cooperation are librarian visits to 
schools for booktalks, class visits to the library for tours or 
booktalks, and formal scheduled meetings between library and 
school staff. Most libraries (83 percent) cooperated in 1988-89 with 
schools enrolling children 14 years old and under; 62 percent of 
libraries cooperated with preschools or day care centers (not shown 
in tables). The percentages of libraries undertaking cooperative 
activities with schools and preschools or day care centers, broken 
out by library patronage and type, are shown in figures 11 and 12, 

Libraries cooperated with schools an average of 24 times during 
1988-89 and cooperated with preschools or day care centers an 
average of 14 times (table 7).^"^ Library patronage and type of 
library are both related to the number of cooperative activities. 
Libraries with heavy patronage averaged a greater number of 
cooperative activities with schools and preschools or day care 
centers than did either libraries with moderate patronage or light 
patronage. Main libraries with branches averaged more cooperative 
activities with both age groups than did either main libraries without 
branches or branch libraries. 



Averages are based on all libraries, including those that reported that they did not 

offer group programs at the Hbraiy for that age group. 

14 

Averages are based on all libraries, including those that reported that they did not 
have any cooperative.acttvities with schools or with preschools or day care centers. 
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Figure 11.- Percentage of libraries cooperating with schools and preschools or day care centers 
in 1988-89, by number of library patrons per week: United States, spring 1989 
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Figure 12.- Percentage of libraries cooperating with schools and preschools or day care centers 
in 1988-89, by library type: United States, spring 1989 
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Methodology 
and Data 
Reliability 



In late March 1989, questionnaires (see attachment) were nriailed to 
a national probability sample of 846 public libraries from a universe 
of approximately 8,500 main libraries and 5,600 branch libraries. 
The sample included 345 main libraries without branches, 195 main 
libraries with branches, and 306 branch libraries. The data were 
collected for individual library buildings rather than for library 
systems. State libraries and cooperative systems were excluded 
from the survey. Telephone followup of nonrespondents was 
initiated in mid-April; data collection was completed in May with a 
response rate of 97 percent. The sampling frame used for the 
survey was the universe file of U.S. public libraries purchased from 
Market Data Retrieval. During data collection, it was discovered 
that some branch libraries were not represented on the frame, 
indicating some undercoverage in the Market Data Retrieval frame. 
Tile extent of undercoverage is not known, since this survey was not 
designed to estimate undercoverage. 

The sample was allocated proportionally to main libraries and 
branches. An equiprobability sample of main libraries was drawn 
from each size of population stratum (less than 10,000; 10,000- 
99,999; 100,000 or more). Then, Keyfitz procedures'^ were used to 
draw the sample of branches from each size stratum to ensure that 
the sample of branch libraries overlapped minimally with branch 
libraries in library systems represented by main libraries selected 
into the sample. This procedure maximized the number of library 
systems represented in the sample. This is the same sample that 
was used in FRSS #28, Services and Resources for Young Adults in 
Public Libraries J released by NCES in July 1988. The survey data 
were weighted to reflect these sampling rates (probability of 
selection) and were adjusted for nonresponse. Numbers in the 
tables and text have been rounded. Percentages and averages have 
been calculated based on the actual estimates rather than the 
rounded values. 



The standard error is a measure of the variability due to sampling 
when estimating a statistic. It indicates how much variance there is 
in the population of possible estimates of a parameter for a given 
size sample. Standard errors can be used as a measure of the 
precision expected from a particular sample. If all possible samples 
were sur\'eyed under similar conditions, intervals of 1.96 standard 
errors below to 1.96 standard errors above a particular statistic 
would include the true population parameter being estimated in 
about 95 percent of the samples. This is a 95 percent confidence 
interval. For example, for the percentage of public libraries with the 
assistance of a children's coordinator or consultant available, the 



For information about the Kcyfiiz procedure, see the following articles: J. Michael 
Brick, David Morgansiein, and Charles Wollers, "Additional Uses for Kcyfi>z 
Selection," Proceedings of the Section on Survey Research Methods of the American 
Statistical Asspciationy (1987): 787-791; and Nathan Keyfitz, "Sampling with 
Probabilities Proportionate to Size: Adjustment for Changes in Probabilities," 
Journal of the American Statistical Association ^ vol 46 (1951): 105-109. 
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estimate for all iibraries is 67,5 and the standard error is 1.4. The 95 
percent confidence interval for this statistic extends from 67^ - (1.4 
times 1.96) to 67.5 + (1.4 times 1.96) or from 64.8 to 70.2. 

Estimates of standard errors were computed using a balanced half 
sampling technique known as balanced repeated replications. 
Estimated standard errors for some key variables are included in 
table 8. Standard errors for statistics not included in this table can 
be obtained upon request. 

Relationships between variables with 2 or more levels have been 
tested using chi-square tests at the .05 level of significance, adjusted 
for average^ design effect. If the overall chi-square test was 
significant, it was followed up with tests using a Bonferroni t 
statistic, which maintained an overall 95 percent confidence level or 
better. 

Some of the variables used to classify libraries were correlated (such 
as number of library users per week and library type). However, the 
sample size of this survey limits our ability to understand the full 
multivariate nature of the responses by correlated classification 
variables. 

Survey estimates are also subject to errors of reporting and errors 
made in the collection of the data. These errors, called nonsampling 
errors, can sometimes bias the data. While general sampling theory 
can be used to determine how to estimate the sampling variability of 
a statistic, nonsampling errors are not easy to measure and usually 
require that an experiment be conducted as part of the data 
collection procedures or the use of data external to the study. 

Nonsampling errors may include such things as differences in the 
respondents' interpretation of the meaning of the questions, 
differences related to the particular time the survey was conducted, 
or errors in data preparation. During the design of the survey and 
survey pretest, an effort was made to check for consistency of 
interpretation of questions and to eliminate ambiguous items. The 
questionnaire was pretested with respondents like those who 
completed the survey, and the questionnaire and instructions were 
extensively reviewed by NCES and by a panel of librarians with 
specialties in children's services. Manual and machine editing of the 
questionnaires was conducted to check the data for accuracy and 
consistency. Cases with missing or inconsistent items were noted 
and respondents recontacted by telephone; data were keyed with 
100 percent verification. 

Data are presented for all iibraries and by the following library 
characteristics: number of library users per typical week, library 
type, availability of a children's librarian, number of hours open to 
the public per week, percentage of the library's book budge* used 
for children's books, and the percentage of the library's total 
circulation that is children's materials. Classifications for number of 



library users per typical week arc: light paironage-less than 200 
patrons; moderate patronage-200-999 patrons; and heavy 
patronage-1,000 or more patrons. Type classifications are as 
follows: main libraries wiiho'jt branches are those libraries which 
represent a single-library system; main libraric: with branches are 
lending libraries which serve as system headquarters for a multi- 
library system or that are located at the same address as the 
administrative office of an all-branch system (where no one library 
in the system has been designated as headquarters); and bx^anch 
libraries are those libraries belonging to, but not headquarters for, a 
multi-library system. 

Classifications for number of hours open to the public per week are: 
1-30; 31-50; and 51-84. The classifications used for percent of the 
budget used for children's books are: 0-25 percent; 26-39 percent; 
and 40-100 percent. Classifications for percent of total circulation 
that is children's materials are: 0-33 percent; 34-49 percent; and 50- 
100 percent. Data regarding number of librarj' patrons per week, 
whether or not the library had a children's librarian, number of 
hours open to the public, percentage of the book budget used for 
children's books, and the percentage of the total circulation that is 
children's materials were obtained from the survey. 

The survey was performed under contract with Westat, Inc., using 
the Fast Response Survey System (FRSS). Westat's Project 
Director was Elizabeth Farris, and the Survey Manager was Laurie 
Lewis. Jeffrey Williams was the NCES Project Officer. The data 
requester, who participated in the survey design and analyses, was 
Ray Fry, Senior Advisor for Library Programs, OERI. FRSS was 
designed to collect quickly, and with minimal burden on 
respondents, small quantities of data needed for education planning 
and policy. 

The following consultants assisted with the planning of the survey: 
Jane Botham, Children's Services Coordinator, Milwaukee Public 
Library; Barbara Immroth, Associate Professor, Graduate School of 
Library and Information Science, University of Texas at Austin; 
Margaret Kimmel, Professor, School of Library and Information 
Science, University of Pittsburgh; Mary Jo Lynch, Director of the 
Office of Research, American Library Association; Susan Roman, 
Executive Director of the Association for Library Service to 
Children, American Library Association; and Mary Somerville, 
Coordinator of Children's Services, Broward County (Florida) 
Library. 
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The reviewers were Macknight Black, Mary Frase, Ray Fiy, and Iris 
Silverman, U.S. Department of Education, and Ei^beth Hoke, 
former coordinator of children's services at Montgomery County 
(Maryland) public library. 

For information about this survey or the Fast Response Survey 
System, contact Jeffrey Williams, Office of Educational Research 
and Improvement, National Center for Education Statistics, 555 
New Jersey Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20208-5651, telephone 
(202) 357-6333. 
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Table l.-Percentage of public service and children*s librarians with each level of education, by library 
characteristic United States, spring 1989 



Library 
characteristic 




Public service 
librarians^ 


Children's librarians^ 


Master 

of 
Library 

degree 


4-year 
college 
degree 


Other 
educational 
background 


Master 

of 
Library 
Saence 
degree 


4-year 
college 
degree 


Other 
educational 
background 


Total 


36 
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39 


49 


32 
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33 


60 


29 


10 
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37 


28 


35 


45 
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17 


40-100 


24 


25 


52 


39 


28 


34 


Percent of total circulation 
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0-33 


44 


21 


35 


57 


29 


14 


34-49 


36 


28 


36 


47 


36 


17 


50-100 


24 


27 


49 


40 


31 


29 



A public sexvice librcrian was defined on the qucstionnaixe as a librarian who works diitctly with the public Respondents were 
instructed to count all paid staff who work as librarians, regardless of training, and to exclude librarians whose only job is technical or 
administrcttve. Respondents were also instructed to exclude volunteers or support staff such as clencal workers, book shelvers, or desk 
attendants. 



A children's librarian was defined as someone whose primary job is serving children. 

NOTE' Percentages may not add to 100 because of rounding. 

It is important to remember when comparing the educational level of public service librarians to the educational level of 
children's librarians that only 42 percent of libraries had a children's librarian. Thus, the percents for the various types of 
education iXprcscnt public service librarians in 99 percent of libraries (1 percent of libraries did not have any public service 
librarians), while the percents for children's librarians represent only 42 percent of libraries. 
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Table 2.-Percentage of public libraries that have the assistance of a children's coordinator or consultant 
available, and die source of this assistance, by library characteristic: United States, spring 1989 



Library 
characteristic 


Public 
Hbraries with the 
assistance of a 
children's coordinator/ 
consultant available 


Public hT)raries with assistance of a children's 
coordinator/consultant available from these sources^ 


Local system 
headquarters 


Regional system 
headquarters 


Slate hT)raiy 
agencies 


Other 
source 




67 


54 


43 


41 
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Libraiy patrons per week 












Less than 200 


63 


44 


51 


36 
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68 


56 


45 


40 
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^ /V\/\ AM ■ - ^ ^ 
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31 
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lype 01 iioraiy 
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59 
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9 
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43 
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7 
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30 
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32 


40 


6 




65 


49 


52 


43 
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65 


44 


57 


35 


6 
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69 
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41 


42 
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69 


54 


30 


48 
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Percent of book budget 
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45 
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42 
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71 
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47 
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Percent of total circulation 
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0-33 


61 


48 


39 


45 
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76 


57 


43 


40 


3 


50-100 


65 


56 


47 


39 


7 



Based on libraries that reported having the assistance of a children's coordinator/consultant. Percentages add to more than 100 because 
libraries may have received assistance from multiple sources. 

These libraries reported the assistance of a children's coordinator/consultant from sources other than local or regional system 
headquarters, or State library agendes. Among the souirces included in this category are universities, neighbonng library system 
headquarters, school library services, and local government agendes. 
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Table 3."Percentage of public library users that are 14 years old and under b a typical week during fall 1988, by 
library characteristic: United States, spring 1989 



Library characteristic 



Percentage of users 14 years old and under 



Total 

Library patrons per week 

Less than 200 

200-999 

1,000 or more 

Type of library 

Main without branches 

Main wth branches 

Branch 

Children's librarian 

Have 

Do not have „ 

Hours open per week 

1-30 

31-50 

51-84 

Percent of book budget used 
for children's books 

0-25 

26-39 

40-100 

Percent of total circulation 
that is children's materials 

0-33 

34-49 

50-100 



37 



44 
42 
36 



38 
32 
40 



36 
40 



46 
40 
36 



31 
39 
49 



29 
38 
49 
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Table 4.— Percentage of public libraries reporting moderate or heavy use of the following library sendees during 
the last 12 months by children 14 years old and under, by library characteristic: United States, 
spring 1989 



Library 
characteristic 



Readers 
advisory 
service 



Reading 

lists/ 
booklists 



Summer 
reading 
programs 



Story 
hours 



Study 
space 



Total 72 40 89 78 59 

Library patrons per week 

Lcssthan200 61 26 82 65 42 

200-999 74 44 90 82 62 

1,000 or more 84 52 97 90 73 



Type of library 

Main vwthout branches 70 35 88 79 55 

Mam vwth branches 88 55 93 88 76 

Branch 73 45 90 76 60 

Children's librarian 

Have 85 52 96 91 72 

Do not have 64 32 85 69 48 

Hours open per week 

1-30 60 30 80 67 43 

31-50 73 41 91 76 64 

51-84 87 52 99 95 71 

Percent of book budget used 
for children's books 

0-25 71 42 85 70 58 

26-39 79 44 94 87 62 

40-100 69 36 89 78 57 

Percent of total circulation 
that is children's materials 

0-33 71 39 83 72 58 

34-49 77 45 96 85 62 

50-100 70 37 90 78 57 



NOTE Percentages arc based on al! libraries including those that reported that services were not available. 
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Table 5.-Percentage of libraries that have various resources and services av2ilable at all for use or circulation, 
and the percentage of those libraries with the service accessible to children: United States, 
spring 1989 



Resources and 
services 



Service is 
available 
at all for 
use or 
circulation 



Service is available to 



All 
children 



Only some 
children 



No 
children 



Books in the adult collection 

Personal computers 

Computer software 

Videocassettes/films 

Audio recordings 

Interlibrary loan services...., 
Foreign language materials, 



1 



(In percent of libraries) 





71 


25 


4 


28 


56 


32 


12 


26 


56 


32 


12 


65 


39 


18 


44 


79 


86 


9 


4 


97 


90 


5 


5 


75 


92 




2 



Based on libraries that had the resource or service available. 



Percentages may not add to 100 because of rounding. 
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Table 6.-Mean number of group programs at the library dming the last 12 months for various age groups, by 
library characteristic: United States, spring 1989 



Library 
characteristic 



Infants 


3-year-olds 


School-age 
children 


Unspecified 


Parents or 


through 


through 


or combined 


other child 


2-year-olds 


5-year-olds 


age groups 


care-givers 



Total 9 43 25 5 2 

Library patrons per week 

Less than 200 2 16 11 3 (*) 

200-999 7 40 28 5 2 



1,000 or more 22 79 39 9 5 



Type of library 

Main vnthout branches 7 42 23 3 2 

Main with branches 20 77 44 10 4 

Branch 10 38 25 7 2 

Children's librarian 

Have 16 72 42 7 4 

Do not have 4 23 13 4 1 

Hours open per week 

1-30 2 16 12 4 (*) 

31-50 9 36 25 4 1 

51-84 19 83 42 8 5 

Percent of book budget used 
for children's books 

0-25 10 48 20 4 2 

26-39 D 55 32 6 3 

40-100 6 29 24 6 2 

Percent of total circulation 
that is children's materials 

0-33 10 43 21 5 2 

34-49 11 51 31 6 3 

50-100 7 36 25 5 2 



•Less than OS. 

^Croup programs at the libiaty for parents or other child care-givers on topics related to children. 

NOTE. Averages are based on all libraries, including those that reported that they did not offer group programs at the library for that 
age group. 
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Tabic 7.-Mean number of cooperative activities during the last 12 months with schools, and with preschools or 
day care centers enrolling any children 14 years old and under, by library characteristic: United 
States, spring 1989 



Library characteristic 



Schools 



Preschoois cr day care centers 



Total 

Library patrons per week 

Less than 200 

200-999 

1,000 or more 

Type of library 

Main without branches 

Main with branches 

Branch 

Children's librarian 

Have 

Do not have 

Hours open per week 

1-30 

31-50 

51-84 

Percent of book budget used 
for children's books 

0-25 

26-39 

4U-100 

Percent of total circulation 
that is children's materials 

0-33 

34-49 

50-100 



24 



14 



11 
18 
47 



18 
60 
24 



36 
15 



11 
23 
40 



26 
23 
23 



5 

10 
33 



11 
38 
14 



26 
6 



4 

12 
30 



18 
13 
13 



20 
25 
26 



14 
16 
14 



NOTE Averages are based on all libranes, including those that reported that they did not have any cooperative activities with schools 
or with preschools or day cart centers. 
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Table 8.-Selected standard enors, by library characteristic 



Libraiy 
characteristic 


Percentage of public 
service librarians with an MLS 


Percentage of children's 
Ubrariais with an MLS 


Estimate 


Standard nrror 


T^cf innQf ^ 


oianoaro error 




36 


1.2 




0 1 


Libraiy patrons per week 










Less than 200 


6 


1.7 


11 


6.7 


200-999 


23 




oo 




1,000 or more 


49 


2.1 




19 


Type of Libraiy 










Main without branches.... 


25 


1.7 


36 


3.8 


Main with branches 


58 


2j6 


59 






37 


2j6 


59 


4.1 


wniiarcn s iioranan 












46 


1j6 


49 


17 




12 


1.2 




— 


Hours open per week 












7 


12 


13 


•f.U 


31-50 


25 


IJS 


41 


5.0 


51-84 


48 


IS 


55 


3.1 


Percent of book budget 










used for children's books 












43 


2.0 


60 


5.0 


26-39 


37 


2jS 


45 


42 


40-100 


24 


22 


39 


53 


Percent of total drculation 










that is children's materials 










0-33 


44 


2.4 


57 


3.9 


34-49 


36 


2.1 


47 


35 


50-100 


24 


22 


40 


62 



Tabic 8.-Selccted standard errors, by library characteristic-Continued 



Library 
characteristic 


Percentage of public 
Ubrarics with the 
assistance of a 
children's coordinator/ 
consultant available 


Percentage of 
public library users 
that are 14 years old 
and under 


Percentage of public 
libraries reporting 
moderate or heavy use 
of the reader's 
advisory service 


Estimate 






^fanrlnrH nrrnr 


Pctimatc 


Standard error 


Total 


67 


1.4 


37 


0.7 


72 


1^ 


Library patrons per week 
















63 


3.2 


44 


1.7 


61 


4.1 


OnfLQQQ 


\JSJ 


2.9 


42 


13 


74 


3.1 


1,000 or more 


72 


3.1 


36 


0.9 


84 


2S 


TVtm* nf lihrarv 














Main without branches.... 


59 


23 


33 


1.2 


70 


3.7 


Main with branches 


61 


63 


32 


1.8 


88 


42 


Ulullvll ......... ............ ......... .. 


79 


14 


40 


1.1 


73 


2JS 


Children's librarian 
















70 


2.4 


36 


1.0 


85 


23 




65 


2.2 


40 


1.5 


64 


2JB 


Hours open per week 
















65 


3.1 


46 


2.1 


60 


4.1 


31-50. 


69 


33 


40 


1.5 


73 


33 


51-84 


69 


3.6 


36 


1.0 


87 


2.2 


Percent of book budget 














used for children's books 














0-25 


64 


3.5 


31 


1.1 


71 


2j6 


25-39 


71 


3.5 


39 


0.9 


79 


3.1 


40-100 


67 


2.9 


49 


1.5 


69 


3.8 


Percent of total circulation 














ihat is children's materials 














0-33 


61 


35 


29 


1.0 


71 


33 


34-49 


76 


2.5 


38 


0.9 


77 


2.9 




66 


2.6 


49 


1.8 


70 


33 



3ri 



Table 8.-SeIected standard errors, by library characteristic-Continued 



Percentage of public 

Ubraries reporting 

moderate or heavy use 

^ summer reading programs 
characteristic 


Percentage of public 
b*braries reporting 
moderate or heavy 
use of stoiy hours 


Mean number of 
group programs at the 
libraiy for 3-year-olds 
through 5-year-olds 


Estimate 


Standard error 


I33;imatc 


Standard error 


Estimate 


Standard error 




89 


13 


78 


1.6 


43 


1.1 


i^iDraiy patrons per weeK 














Less than 200 


82 


3.0 


65 


3.1 


16 


1.2 


200-999 , 


90 


1.0 


oZ 


z.o 




LA 






13 


90 


2.5 


79 


^5 


Type of Hbraiy 














Main without branches.... 


88 


2.0 


79 


2.4 


42 




Main with branches 


93 


2S 


88 


4.1 


77 


7.6 




90 


t 1 
1. / 


/O 


LA 


Jo 


2.4 


Children's Hbrarian 
















OA 


i.i 


01 


1 0 




Jo 


Do not have 


85 


2.3 


69 


23 


23 




Hours open per week 














1-30 


80 


3.0 


67 


3.5 


16 


u 


31-50 


91 


1.9 


76 


33 


36 




51-84 


99 


0.5 


95 


1.2 


83 


4,7 


Percent of book budget 














used for children's books 














0-25 


85 


2.4 


70 


2.5 


48 


3.0 


26-39 


94 


1.9 


87 


2.8 


55 


3.4 


40-100 


89 


1.8 


78 


3.1 


29 


lA 


Percent of total circulation 














that is children's ma:erials 














0-33 


83 


2.9 


72 


2.9 


43 


33 


34-49 


96 


1.5 


85 


23 


51 


25 


50-100 


90 


2.1 


78 


2.7 


36 


1.9 




2938 



Tabic 8.— Selected standard errors, by library characteristic-Continued 





Mean number of group 


Mean number of 


Mean number of cooperative 




programs at the iibraiy 


^operative activities 


activities with prcschools 


Libraiy 


for school-age children 


with schools 


or day care centers 


/•Kji riirt i»r?cf ic 
















Estimate 


Standard error 


Estimate 


Standard error 


Estimate 


Standard error 




25 


11 


24 


1.6 


14 


1.0 


Librarv nfltrnn<» ncr wpck 
















11 


1.6 


11 


23 


5 


0.9 


m999 


28 


4.5 


18 


3.0 


10 


1.1 




39 


2.7 


47 


3.7 


33 


3.1 


Type of Library 














Main without branches.... 


23 


3.6 


18 


23 


11 


1.1 




44 


5.4 


60 


12.6 


38 


6.9 


Rranrh 




2.4 


OA 
Z4 


Z.0 




1.0 


Children's Ubrarian 














Have 


A2 


A *V 

4.7 


3o 


3.1 








13 


1.8 


15 


2.8 


6 


0.8 


Hoiir^ oncn Dcr o/iv^lr 














1-30 


12 


1.9 


11 


23 


4 


0.9 


31-50 


Zj 


33 


23 


3.1 


to 


i.r> 


51-84.. 


42 


5.7 


An 
4U 


3./ 


3U 


Z.D 


Percent of book budget 














used for childrcn'<i hnnk^ 














0.25 


20 


13 


26 


3.1 


18 


1.9 


26-39 


32 


53 


23 


2.9 


13 


1.4 


40-100 


24 


3.8 


23 


2.7 


13 


1.6 


Percent of total circulation 














that is children's materials 














0-33 


21 


13 


20 


2.6 


14 


1.6 


3449 


31 


SA 


25 


2.5 


16 


1 "i 


50-100 


25 


3.7 


26 


3.5 


14 


2.0 
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Tabic 9.-Univcrsc size and number of respondents to the survey of cluldrcn's services in public libraries, by 
library characteristic: United States, spring 1989 



Library characteristic 
Total^ 

Library patrons per week 

Less than 200 

200-999 

1,000 or more 

Type of library 

Main mthout branches 

Main with branches 

Branch.- 

Children's librarian 

Have „ 

Do not have 

Hours open per week 

1-30 

31-50 

51-84 

Percent of book budget used 
for children's books 

0-25 

26-39 

40-100 

Percent of total circulation 
that is children's materials 

0-33 

34-49 

50-100 



Universe 



Respondents 



14,174 



4,660 
5,613 
3,814 



7,421 
1,126 
5,627 



5,888 
8,169 



5,029 
4,946 
4,199 



4,255 
4,487 
5,052 



4,532 
4,388 
5,232 



773 



204 
265 
299 



320 
169 
284 



401 
366 



216 
231 
326 



289 
236 
227 



279 
248 
243 



The total sample sue was 846. TM-enty-two libranes did not respond and 51 libranes were found to be out of the scope of the itudy • 
those belon^'ng to cooperative systems, State libraries, and those that were closed. 

^The number of libraiy patrons per week is based on data obtained from the survey. Slightlj Icsa than one peaent of respondcni:. did 
not respond to this item. Thus, totals in this category do not add to total univeise or sample sizes. 

3 

Based on libranes that have any paid public service libranans, 1 percent of the libranes do not have a paid public .^iyilc libiaiian. 
Thus, totals in this categoty do not add to total universe or sample sizes. 

'^The percent of the book budget used for children's booU is based on data obtained from the Survey. Slightly less than 3 peaent uf 
respondents did not respond to this item. Thus, totals in this category do not add to total universe or sample sizes. 

^The percent of the total circulation that is children's matenals is based on data obtained from th^ survey. Less than one half of une 
percent of respondents did not respond to this item. Thus, totals in this category do not add to total universe or sample sizes. 
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FAST RESPONSE 
SURVbY SYSTEM (FRSS) 



NATIOHAL CEKTER FOR EDUCATION STATISTICS 
U.S. DEPARTMEKT OF EOUCATTOH 
WASHINGTON, D.a 2020»-5SS1 



Form Approved 
OMBNalUO^^a) 
App. Exp. 13/M 



SURVEY ON UBRARY SERVJCES TO 
CHIIOREN {N PliBUC UBRAWES 



This report is authorized by l6w (20 U.S.C. 1221t-1). While you «/• r>ot rtquired to rctpord. your 
cooperftton I* n«td«d to mtke the rtsuto of this survey coniprthenslvt. accunte. and tm«ly. 



Thli study is designed to otxtidn Informatton tbotrt lodMdutJ Ubrertee nUtm than library eyrWme, Ptoa«« respond only for »*rvic*e that take 
piece In your individual Kbrary BUILDING and the oommurOty h sarvts. 



la. 



Please istimata ttte number of persons (of all ages) wtio used your library In a TYPICAL V/EEK during fall 196S. (Please use counts such as 
door counts rathsr than circulation Information). porsons per week. 



lb. About what percent of thasa users were children U ysara old and under (8th graders and below)? ^% 

2. About what percam of your l.brary*e total circulation is children's materials? ^% 

3. What percant of your library's total book budget for the last comp^Mad fiscal year was used for chiUren's books? 

4. How rnany hours was your libr&'v open to the put>lic during a typk:a] week in fall 19637 hours per ^veek. 



5a. How many librarians (count persons, not fuH-trma squ^alents) who work directly with the public are employed at your library? (Incfuda all paid 
staff who work aa librariana, regardless of training. Do not indude bbrariana whose ONLY )/ob Is tachnlcaJ or admlniatrativa. Do not Induda 
volunteers or support staff such as clerical woriters. book shehrers. or desk attendants). (IF ZHAO. SWP TO 06a) 



5b. How many of these librarians have: Master of Library Scterx:* (MLS) degree 
Other . (THESE NUMBERS SHOULD SUM TO 05a) 



J AT LEAST a 4-yee/ college degree, but not an MLS ^ 



5c. 
5d. 

6a. 

6b. 



How many of these librarians have the title 'Chikiren's Librarian' or comparable tHe? 

How many of the Chiklran'a bbrarians have: Master of Library Science (MLS) degree 
MLS : Other . (THESE NUMBERS SHOULD SUM TO 05c). 



_ OF ZERO. SWPTOOea) 

AT LEAST a 4^ar college degrea. but not an 



Is the assistance of a ChlUren's Coordinator/Consultant available to your libra/y? Q Yes; Q ^k). {\F NO. SKIP TO 07) 
From what source(s) is the asslstanca of a Chiklren's Coordinator/Conau.tant available? (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY) 

□ Local system headquarters; Q Regkxial system hsadquerurs: Q State iibrao^ agencies; 

□ Other (Specrfy) 



How does your library define chiUren? (ANSWER ONLY ONE) 
Age: years oM and under; OR Grade: 



_ grade trtdbetow. 



The remainder of ihia questionnaire le concamed with aervloea to children 14 yaara old and under. Although your library may deflna children 
differently, pleas* raspond for all persons 14 years old and under {8th gradors and below). 

8. k^dicata tha availabtlity/usage of tha sarvioes t?etow by chiklren 14 yeara ^ and under (8th gradara and below) dunng the last 12 months. Use 
the following scale: 0 ■ not avallab4e; 1 ■ nouaageoraimostnousag«;3 ■ llghtusaye;3 ■ moderate usage; 4 « haavy usago. 



a. Read era* advisory sarvica (help with 
book salectton, reference) 

b. Resding listi/booklists 



c Summer reading programs 

d. Story hours 

e. Study space 



9. For each sorvice below, indicate by checking yn' or 'no' in Sactlon A whether rt is available at all for usa or circulatkm at your library. 

For each service available at tha library, indicate in Section E by ched'ing the appropriate column whether it is: available to all childrsn; 
available to only soma chlklran (a g . those with parental consent on file, only certain age groups, etc ); or not availfiMe to any chiklren. 







A Available at all 




8. Servtcals 




Resources and services 


for use or drculaton? 




available to: 








All 


Only some 


^k) 






Yes 


^k) 


chikl.Tn 


chiklrcn 


chlMren 


a. 


Books In the adult collaction 












b 


Personal oomouters 












c 


Comoutar toftwant 












d. 


Videocassattes/films 












e, 


Audio racordinos 












f mterlttKsfv k>an sarytcea 












g- 


Foreign language materiala 













10. During tha fast 12 months, about how many timas dki your library offer group programs (e.g.. story hours or booktalks) at the library for: 
a. hfants through 2-yMX-olds: ; b. 3-yaar-okls through 5-year olds: ; c SchooUge oiiWren: 

11. During the last 12 montha. about how many ^m*% dki vour library offer orouo programs at the librar/ for parents or other chikl cara-atvtrs on 
topica related to chiWran? . 



12. 



During the last 12 n>ontha. about how many times did your library cooperate with achcota and praschoola/day care centers enroling any 
chikffsn 14 years oM and under (8th graders and tjelow)? Examples of oooperstion are visits to achools for booktalks. dass vfshs to tha hbrary 
for toura or boofctalks. arxJ formal scheduled maatiogs wrth school staff. Do not count informal consulutions wrth school staff. Count each trip 
to a school ds one visits ragardlcaa of the number of daaa visits or maatlnga that trip antaUad. 



Cooperation with schools: 



Cooperation wsth praschools/day care centers: 



Person completing this form:. 
Library 



SUte: 



Tttle-. 



Phone- (_)_ 



NCeSForm Ko 2379<W CW9 
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